The Sportsground
I N S PI R I N G A N E W C O N N AC H T

INSPIRING A NEW CONNACHT
The story of Connacht Rugby dates back to the 8th December 1885 when six clubs from across the Province came
together for the first time to form the Connacht Branch of the IRFU. Their ambition was to grow the game of Rugby in
Connacht and provide a platform for our best talent to shine at all levels of the game.
In 2016, we launched our Strategic Vision

“Grassroots to Green shirts”
illustrating how we continue to deliver on the ambitions of those people who first met in 1885 and building on their
belief that rugby would add value to their communities in a very real way. We want to create a powerful and inclusive
story of rugby success, where everyone who feels a connection with Connacht can be part of and enjoy.
A key cornerstone of realising this strategy and vision is having facilities to match our ambition, in particular
delivering a fit for purpose stadium and high-performance centre at The Sportsground – the proud home
of Connacht Rugby since 1927.
At Connacht Rugby, we believe we make a contribution to the community which goes beyond Rugby.
We have an opportunity to represent everything that is good about Connacht as a people and as a place.

“pride in where we have come from,
belief in where we are going and the ambition to succeed”
- That is the Connacht Way.

Connacht Rugby – OUR impact
1. Economic Impact:
Independent research conducted by Economic Consultants KHSK (2016) states Connacht Rugby makes an Annual
Contribution of €34.4m to the Regional Economy.
This report also concludes the delivery of a Fit for Purpose home for Connacht Rugby at The Sportsground will lead to a
further uplift in economic activity. Critically, the report found that without State investment, the redevelopment of the
Sportsground will simply not happen.
2. A Proud Employer:
Over 130 people are employed by Connacht Rugby. This includes Professional and Academy players along with non-playing
staff, making Connacht Rugby a significant employer in the West of Ireland.
3. Engaging Our Community:
Connacht Rugby has an army of loyal and passionate supporters in every town and village across the Province. We have the
largest Social Media following of any brand in the West of Ireland with over a quarter of a million followers across Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram platforms. Last year we generated over 13 million impressions on our Facebook Page alone.
4. Inspiring Our Community:
At Connacht Rugby we work every day to help grow and promote the game of rugby within our Province and we do this
with a clear purpose:
“To Inspire Our Community
Through Rugby Success”
We strive to grow the number of players
participating in our game at all levels across
the Province, heavily supported by our army
of Volunteers who work tirelessly to promote
the game of rugby in the region.
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“New Sportsground the missing piece in Connacht jigsaw”
Irish Independent (10 Oct 2018)

THE CURRENT SITUATION

•

Connacht Rugby have achieved success on the field against the odds. However, the development of a purpose-built

•

Connacht compete in the Pro 14 Rugby Championship along side Leinster, Munster and Ulster.

•

Munster - Thomond Park in Limerick and Irish Independent Park in Cork.

stadium and high-performance training centre is critical to the future success of rugby in the West of Ireland.

High performance training centre in the University of Limerick.

•

Leinster - Energia Park, Donnybrook, The RDS and The Aviva Stadium.

•

Ulster - Kingspan Stadium.

High performance training centre in UCD.

High performance training centre in Aquinas Diocesan Grammer School.

“New Sportsground the missing piece in Connacht jigsaw”
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The Project to date

•

Connacht Rugby has completed a rigorous process to identify the optimum location, composition and design of the
proposed new re-development in addition to an independent cost benefit analysis.

•

The design phase has been completed and the formal submission of a planning application will be submitted in

•

An application for public funding is to be submitted under the Large Scale Sports Infrastructure Fund.

the coming weeks.

THE PROJECT COST:

•

The total cost of the project will be in the region of €30m. The funding model will require a mixture of public and
private funding.

ALIGNMENT WITH the NATIONAL PLANNING FRAMEWORK & NATIONAL SPORTS POLICY:

•

The strategic benefits of this project to the entire region are also closely aligned with the
National Planning Framework, Project Ireland 2040 as well as the recently launched National Sports Policy -

All of which highlight the need for a regional spread of capital investment throughout the country.

Facilities that match our ambition
“The Sportsground has been the home of Rugby in Connacht since 1927 and it
is fitting that as the Team develops, the ground does too. The Province has made
huge progress on and off the field and the development of these facilities
will sustain Connacht Rugby into the future”
Philip Browne CEO IRFU
The redevelopment plans for Connacht Rugby include:

•

12,000 Capacity Stadium - This total will be made up of a mixture of seating and terracing in new covered

stands primarily on the sides of the pitch. Supporters will also enjoy a significantly improved hospitality
experience.

•
•

New Playing Surface - Full replacement of the current playing surface with an all-weather surface,

ensuring the facility will be available for increased club fixtures for teams throughout the Province.
High Performance Training Centre – This will include an indoor rugby training facilities along with strength

and conditioning, medical, nutrition and administrative facilities. These facilities are essential to maintain
the Professional Rugby Squad, the Connacht Rugby Academy and the future stars of the game throughout
the Province.

A new era for Connacht
“A redeveloped Sportsground will be a facility for the people of the West
of Ireland and provide a beacon for regional development in the province”
DAVID HICKEY PRESIDENT GALWAY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

•
•
•
•
•

The newly redeveloped Sportsground will be available for all Communities to experience and enjoy.
The multi-use facility will be made available for the hosting of events outside of rugby.
Supporters will enjoy a heightened match-day experience with superb facilities and amenities.
All Connacht Cup Finals from Under 13s to Senior Cup Level, both male and female, will continue to be
played at The Sportsground.
Connacht Rugby and Irish Greyhound Board will ensure that Rugby Fixtures and Greyhound Racing events
will continue to be staged at the Venue.

THE REDEVELOPMENT OF THE SPORTSGROUND MARKS A NEW ERA FOR THE PEOPLE OF CONNACHT.

THANK YOU

SINCE 1885

